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Sexual Assault Reporting Options
Reporting Options
Under DoD’s Confidentiality Policy, sexual assault victims are offered two reporting options: restricted reporting and unrestricted reporting.
Eligibility
· Military personnel of the Armed Forces and Military Dependents 18 years of age and older who are eligible for treatment in the military healthcare system, and are victims of sexual assault perpetrated by someone other than a spouse or intimate partner*.
· NG and Reserve Component members with an active status or who are on inactive duty for training, even if incident occurred while not in an active status.
· Retired members of any component and Department of Defense civilian employees are not eligible.
Unrestricted Reporting
· Victims of sexual assault who desire legal assistance and an official investigation of the crime will choose unrestricted reporting.
· The chain of command and law enforcement will be notified that the crime occurred; details regarding the incident will be limited to only those personnel who have a legitimate need to know.
· The victim will have the option for legal assistance that is separate from prosecution resources.
· Once an unrestricted report has been filed, it cannot be changed to a restricted report.
· Victims can choose not to cooperate with an investigation at anytime, but this may affect the outcome of the case.
Restricted Reporting
· Victims confidentially disclose a sexual assault without triggering an official investigation.
· The victim will have access to medical treatment, including medical care, counseling, and assignment of a SARC/SHARP Specialist or VA/SHARP Specialist.
· Conversations with a SARC or VA are confidential communications, not to be disclosed to others, including law enforcement.
· Communication with a chaplain is privileged under Military Rule of Evidence 503 and AR 165-1 but is not the same as filing a restricted report.
· A restricted report can be changed to an unrestricted report at any time if the victim changes his or her mind.	
*For assistance in reporting domestic violence, victims should contact the Family Advocacy Program.
Note: If the victim tells someone outside of the restricted reporting chain (e.g., a friend, family member, roommate, or others), then he or she can still elect to submit a restricted report, but if the report becomes unrestricted the third party will not be protected by privilege. In addition, if the person to whom the victim confided the information is in the victim’s officer or non-commissioned officer chain of command or is a member of DoD law enforcement, there can be no restricted report. Finally, if the person to whom the victim confided the information reports the incident to the chain of command or law enforcement, an official investigation will be initiated.
UNRestricted Reporting vs. restricted Reporting
	Both Include:
· Access to medical, advocacy, legal, and counseling services
· Optional Sexual Assault Forensic Examination (SAFE)

	Unrestricted Report 
	Restricted Report 	

	Benefits
Alleged offender may be held accountable
Command support
Can request an expedited transfer
Can receive a Military Protective Order or Civilian Protective Order 
May assist in imparting a sense of closure or healing, which aids recovery
Ensures the safety of others

	Benefits
Provides personal space and time to consider  options and to begin the healing process 
Empowers victims  to seek relevant information and support to make more informed decisions about participating in the criminal investigation
Victim controls the release and management of personal information
Can change to unrestricted report at any time 


	Limitations
More people, but only those with a need to know, will receive information  about the sexual assault 
Investigation may be intrusive and difficult
Cannot change to restricted report
No guaranteed outcome
	Limitations
The assailant remains unpunished and capable of assaulting other victims
The victim cannot receive a Military Protective Order
Victims may continue to have contact with the assailant, if he or she is in the same organization or billeted with the survivor, and expedited transfer will not be an option   
Evidence from the crime scene where the assault occurred may be lost, and the official investigation, should the victim switch to an unrestricted report, may likely encounter significant obstacles
The victim may be ineligible to invoke the collateral misconduct provision of the Department's sexual assault policy in the event the command learns the victim had been engaged in some form of misconduct at the time of the assault
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